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PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH
WO M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U DY  –  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9

WELCOME! I’m so glad you’re joining us as we read through 1 & 2 Corinthians this year. 
Inside this packet you will find a guide to take you through the reading.  

THE BASIC STRUCTURE LOOKS THE SAME EVERY WEEK: 

MEMORIZE – This year we will work together to memorize portions of 1 Corinthians 
12:31b - 13:7. We printed it on a bookmark this year so you can reference it regularly. I 
encourage you to make this part of your weekly habit, keep it somewhere you can read over 
it constantly (The dash of your car, taped to your mirror, etc) and these words will soon be 
written on your heart!

“Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” 
Joshua 1:8

READ – You will find the reading for the week to be an average of 2 chapters a week, 
broken up into 5 chunks. Ideally you would find 5 days to read in the week. If you have a week 
that doesn’t allow for that, combine the reading as needed to try to get through the whole 
section by the next meeting.

JOURNAL – After each daily reading you will find some prompts for journaling. The 

daily journaling is meant to be quick and observational. You may have more time for it on 
certain days than others and that’s fine. You don’t need to go through the questions one by 
one or answer them all, they’re meant to direct your thinking. Jot down what you are noticing/
wondering/concluding. It’s a comprehension tool, use it as a way to bullet point the main 
events of the passage you just read so you can go back and remind yourself of what has 
happened from time to time.

DEEPER REFLECTION – One day a week (ideally towards the end of the week when 
you’ve read most of the section) we are asking you to block out time to dive in a little deeper. 
You will find some questions and direction to guide you into a certain section of text. Use this 
if it helps, or feel free to explore a different passage you’re feeling drawn to. The goal is to find 
yourself in the story, unpack the heart behind what is going on in a certain text and honestly 
evaluate where you are at today, in relation to it. Give God time to speak to you, challenge you, 
encourage you. Give yourself time to figure out how you will respond.
**We will spend the majority of our small group time each week talking and sharing from our 
journaling and deeper reflection sections, as well as lifting each other up in prayer.

ANCHOR & APPLY - About once a month we will pause from our reading of 
Corinthians for the week and instead focus on a Psalm or Proverb. [You will see this format 
change in your Homework] 

Often in the midst of our passion to study the Word of God, we can forget to passionately 
enjoy an intimate relationship WITH God. These weeks we will focus both on anchoring 
ourselves to some contemplative practices as well as practically applying wisdom and 
understanding to the way God has made us as human beings and what that means for our 
relationships with Him, ourselves and each other.

“You keep her in perfect peace; whose mind is stayed on you, because she trusts in you.”  - Isaiah 26:3-4



FALL SEMESTER SCHEDULE
E V E N T  R O O M  |  T H U R S DAY  M O R N I N G S  9 - 1 1 A M

-
WEEK 1 – 9/19
First Meeting! Come meet your groups and hear what we’ll be doing this year!
Breakfast by Leaders
Homework : Week 1 | 1 Corinthians 1&2 (to be discussed on 9/26)
 

WEEK 2 – 9/26
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 2 | 1 Corinthians 3&4 (to be discussed 10/3)
 

WEEK 3 - 10/3
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 3 | 1 Corinthians 5&6 (to be discussed 10/10)
 

WEEK 4 - 10/10
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 4 |  1 Corinthians 7 (to be discussed 10/17)
 

WEEK 5 - 10/17
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 5 | Anchor & Apply (to be discussed 10/24)
 

WEEK 6 - 10/24
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 6 | 1 Corinthians 8&9 (to be discussed 10/31)
 

WEEK 7 - 10/31
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 7 | 1 Corinthians 10&11 (to be discussed 11/7)
 

WEEK 8 - 11/7
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 8 | 1 Corinthians 12&13 (to be discussed 11/14)
 

WEEK 9 - 11/14
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 9 | Anchor & Apply (to be discussed 11/31)
 

WEEK 10 - 11/21
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 10 | 1 Corinthians 14 (to be discussed 1/16)
 
  

SEMESTER BREAK!! WE WILL SEE YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!!
*Remember to re-register and reserve your childcare spots now!



SPRING SEMESTER SCHEDULE
E V E N T  R O O M  |  T H U R S DAY  M O R N I N G S  9 - 1 1 A M

-
WEEK 11 - 1/16  
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 11 | 1 Corinthians 15:1-49  (to be discussed 1/23)
 

WEEK 12 - 1/23
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 12 | Anchor & Apply (to be discussed 1/30)
 

WEEK 13 - 1/30
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 13 | 1 Corinthians 15: 50 - 16:1-24 (to be discussed 2/6)
 

WEEK 14 - 2/6
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 14 |  2 Corinthians 1-2 (to be discussed 2/13)
 

WEEK 15 - 2/13
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 15 | Anchor & Apply (to be discussed 2/20)
 

WEEK 16 - 2/20
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 16 | 2 Corinthians 3-4 (to be discussed 2/27)
 

WEEK 17 - 2/27
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 17 | 2 Corinthians 5-7:1 (to be discussed 3/5)
 

WEEK 18 - 3/5
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 18 | 2 Corinthians 7:2 - 8:1-24  (to be discussed 3/12)
 

WEEK 19 - 3/12
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 19 | Anchor & Apply  (to be discussed 3/19)
 

WEEK 20 - 3/19
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 20 | 2 Corinthians 9-10 (to be discussed 3/26)
 

WEEK 21 - 3/26
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 21 | 2 Corinthians 11:1-33 (to be discussed 4/2)



 

WEEK 22 - 4/2
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 22 | 2 Corinthians 12&13  (to be discussed 4/23)
 
 

WEEK 23 - 4/23
Breakfast by:
Homework : Week 23 |  Anchor & Apply (to be discussed 4/23)
 

WEEK 24 - 4/30
Last Meeting!! Let’s celebrate! Come ready to share what God has done in your heart 
over the course of this study and what you are going to do about it!
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MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: 

 1- 1 Corinthians  1:1-9

 2- 1 Corinthians  1:10-17

 3- 1 Corinthians  1:18-31

 4- 1 Corinthians  2:1-5

 5- 1 Corinthians  2:6-15

JOURNAL: Everyday after your reading, jot down your observations. Use these four 
questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?

WEEK 1  |  SEPTEMBER 19 - 25
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  O N  9 / 2 6
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

As we prepare to dive in to the letters Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, let’s make 
sure we understand a little bit of the background and circumstances that have compelled 
him to write them in the first place.  Read Acts 18 for a quick description of Paul’s time 
in Corinth. He spent a year and a half there as a tentmaker and missionary, convincing 
the Jewish people that Jesus was the Christ, baptizing many Gentiles into the faith, and 
helping them begin communities of faith where the word of God was being preached. 

As Paul continues on in his missionary journey he begins to get word that problems are 
erupting back in Corinth. 1 Corinthians is Paul’s first letter back to them, responding to 
the things he’s been hearing and instructions on how to return to the fundamentals of the 
gospel that he first preached to them.

Paul jumps right into Chapter 1, addressing a main problem he’s been hearing about.  New 
teachers are rising up in the churches, some with more education and charisma and the 
Corinthian people are beginning to cluster around their favorite leaders. They are dividing 
and arguing about various teachings and some are even now questioning or disdaining 
the shortcomings of Paul as a leader because he was far less eloquent than these new 
teachers. You can hear the exasperation in Paul’s written words as he appeals to them that 
they are losing sight of the point. 

1: 10 “I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and 
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judg-
ment.”

I have to admit, reading these Chapters feels way too close to home. The tendency to 
divide and cluster, to group up into camps and ‘follow’ only certain types of people 
and teachings does not seem like a problem reserved for the Church ‘way back then’. 
But that’s exactly why this is such a valuable place for us to spend a year studying and 
reminding ourselves of God’s heart. What He truly wants His church, and therefore each 
one of us, to be known for. 

After calling them out for their behavior, Paul begins to describe a sort of backwards 
perspective on what wisdom and leadership will really look like in the Kingdom of God. 
It will not be what they think, or what the world reveres. It will not look like a well framed 
argument with ironclad points, it seems Paul is telling them this is not at all what God is 
concerned with or the way He intends to bring the gospel to people, and there is a specific 
reason why. 

1:17 “For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach, and not with eloquent wisdom lest the 
cross be emptied of its power.”

1:28 “God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, SO THAT no human being might boast in the presence of God.”

1:30 “Christ Jesus became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemp-
tion, SO THAT, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

2:1-5 (my paraphrase)“I didn’t come to you with lofty speech or wisdom, I said I barely knew any-
thing but Jesus and the fact He was crucified. And I said even that with fear and much trembling. 
I might not be a smooth and gifted teacher; but you can’t deny you felt the Spirit and power of God 
when I brought you the message of the gospel. THIS WAS SO THAT your faith might not rest in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God!” 

When Paul references something four times in two chapters, our ears should definitely 
perk up. THIS is what He wants us to understand. Our ability to think or choose rightly 
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is not what saves us, lest we begin to think we saved ourselves. A life following Jesus is 
not about knowing things. A heart won for Jesus will not be because of a well-crafted 
argument, or bullet proof theology. It will be because the undeniable power of the Spirit 
of God softened that person’s heart, open that person’s eyes and drew that person into 
grace through the miracle of the cross. 

This warning from Paul is a good one. As humans we are hungry for control, for tangible, 
reproducible guarantees that we are ‘right’.  And sometimes earthly charismatic teachers, 
trendy 5 step methods or even clear cut doctrinal statements can feel oddly like salvation 
to our insecure souls. But God is the one who saves us, completely devoid of our own 
ability to get anything right. When we begin to get too swept up in one person’s books/
podcasts/method of parenting or formula for happiness, we can quickly fall into a place 
of boasting in human beings. Let us not forget that true transformation, true salvation, 
true wisdom comes from the living Spirit of God and we will need him to WORK in us 
this year, if we truly want to be a spiritually healthy people.

2:13 “And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, inter-
preting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.”

Interestingly, Paul isn’t against wisdom, he actually says the mature will absolutely act in 
wisdom. He just points out that worldly wisdom and wisdom from the Spirit will look 
vastly different. And you’ll be able to tell which one is from the Spirit by the way that it 
looks.  
 
James 3:17 “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure, then peace-loving, consid-
erate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” 

The problem for the Corinthian people is that they were chasing the wrong kind of 
wisdom. As we prepare our hearts to dive into another year of bible study, how can we 
take this warning from Paul to heart?

Spend some time praying and asking God to work mightily in your life this year, not 
through your own ability to be the perfect bible study attendee, lest you be tempted 
to boast. But through the power of His Spirit to impart wisdom and transformation; 
because of the grace given you through Jesus’ work on the cross.  AMEN.
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WEEK 2 | SEPTEMBER 26 - OCT 2
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 0/ 3

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians 3:1-15

 2- 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

 3- 1 Corinthians 4:1-7

 4- 1 Corinthians 4:8-13

 5- 1 Corinthians 4:14-21

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

Look back over your observations from this past week. Paul employs the use of compare 
and contrast several times throughout this section: spiritual people vs. people of the flesh; 
God’s field & God’s building; wisdom vs. folly; servants & stewards… jot down some 
notes on the different categories that he references in this section. What are some of the 
descriptions you see? What are some of the similarities & differences you notice? What are 
some observations you make about his descriptions?

At the beginning of Chapter 3, Paul refers to “spiritual people” and “people of the flesh.” 
A few verses earlier in 2:14, he refers to the “natural person.” As we begin this section of 
Paul’s letter, it’s helpful to clarify these different types of people, as Paul intends them 
here. 

• Natural people are those who have not yet accepted Christ & do not have the  

Holy Spirit.

• Spiritual people are those who are believers in Christ, have the Holy Spirit, and  

are growing.

• People of the flesh (“carnal” in some versions) are those who are believers in Christ, 

have the Holy Spirit, and yet are NOT growing in spiritual maturity.

The believers in the Corinthian church whom Paul is addressing here fall into this third 
category. They are true believers in Christ. The Holy Spirit lives in them. But they are 
immature in their faith because they aren’t allowing the Spirit to work in their lives. They 
are a young church whose members are influenced by the immoral culture around them. 
They are breaking into factions and identifying themselves as followers of specific leaders. 
They are dragging each other into court and are divided and immature. It seems the 
Corinthian church is a far cry from the church we read about in Acts 2 where the believers 
“were together and had all things in common.”

When I read this section of Paul’s letter, the overwhelming sense that I get is that Paul sees 
himself as a father to this church (4:15), and he is pleading with them. 

Whether you are a parent or not, it is helpful to read this section through the lens of being 
a parent and recognize how deeply Paul seems to love this church, and how desperately 
he wants them to become who they were intended to become. He is emphasizing to these 
young believers what their identity really is and WHO THEY REALLY ARE! 

When we read this section through the lens of parenthood, we can see just how much 
Paul longs for these believers to allow the Spirit to grow them up on the foundation of 
Christ that he started them with. He seems to be entreating them to know these things:

• You are meant to be spiritual people, not people of the flesh.

• You are meant to be followers of Christ, not factions of followers of certain leaders.

• You are meant to be God’s fellow workers and stewards of His message.

• You are meant, as the church, to be God’s temple where the Holy Spirit dwells.

• You are meant to be fools in this world and wise in Christ.
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Paul’s message to the church in Corinth can resonate with us today too. Which part of our 
identity mentioned here speaks to you the most right now? Which challenges you?

1. Do you have a foundation in Christ, but desire to grow beyond “spiritual infancy”?

2. Do you ever find yourself getting more caught up in which Christian leaders you 

follow, rather than with following Christ Himself?

3. Do you desire to build upon the foundation of Christ in your life with quality work 

that has eternal value (i.e. the gold, silver, and precious stones mentioned in 3:12.)

4. Are there areas of your life where you are struggling to live as a Spirit-filled person 

Do you identify with Paul in this section, pleading with others to be who they are meant to 
be? Or do you relate to the Corinthians in this section, and feel challenged by Paul’s words 
to grow as a Spiritual person, instead of a “person of the flesh”?? 

Wherever you are at today, take a moment to reflect on some of the truths we glean from 
this section about who you are meant to be. If you are a follower of Christ, then your 
identity is:

• Someone who has the Holy Spirit dwelling in you!

• Someone who belongs to Christ! He is the foundation of your life!

• Remember these truths and what this means for you today! Hear Paul pleading with 

you, as a parent might plead with their child, to remember WHO you are. 
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WEEK 3 | OCTOBER 3 - 9
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 0/ 1 0

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians  5:1-5

 2- 1 Corinthians  5: 6-13

 3- 1 Corinthians  6:1-8 

 4- 1 Corinthians  6:9-11 

 5- 1 Corinthians  6:12-20 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

This is a hard chapter. If you grew up in the church, chances are parts and pieces of 
these chapters will have been used in many ways over the years to shape at least a few 
of your thoughts and understanding about what we ought to do and not do as the 
people of God. It is hard to read them without years and years of previous explanation 
clouding my interpretation. But I want to try to look with fresh eyes this week.

Let’s start by zooming way out to grab at the Spirit of these chapters and not just the 
specifics of the seeming ‘rules’ within them. 

What is going wrong in the Corinthian church that Paul seems to be addressing. 
(Hint: Read the passage again, each chapter focuses on a specific example) Looking 
at the examples, can you find an overarching attitude or problem Paul is addressing? 
How do the specific issues he’s addressing illuminate a bigger heart problem going 
on? Jot down your observations.

When I imagine a church behaving as Paul is describing, I get a picture of a poison 
drifting through a church, slowly contaminating everyone from within. These people 
have lost sight of their purpose and calling to be the people of God. They have 
forgotten that they are not free unto themselves to do whatever they want (often at 
the cost of someone else’s freedom) but that they are free so that they might lay down 
those freedoms in order to serve Christ and each other. THAT is how it works in the 
Kingdom of God.

They are not only arrogantly allowing obvious sexual misconduct to go unchecked 
(side note: considering the cultural context of women’s rights in those times.. It’s at 
least possible if not probable that this was NOT a consensual scenario but rather 
abuse) But they are also bickering and fighting and looking out only for their own 
interests and ‘rights’ even as they abuse and infringe upon the rights of their brothers 
and sisters.

So Paul turns back to the point in verse 9. 

V.9 “Don’t you know that none of this is part of the Kingdom of God”, you won’t 
get to experience it, live in it, enjoy what God has intended for his children if you 
continue to insist upon your right to live like this. Nobody who clings to their desire 
to be ‘sexually immoral, idolaters (allegiance to anything above God) adulterers and 
homosexuality, greedy, thieves, drunk, revilers, swindlers will inherit (take in, live 
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as though its your rightful place in a family you’ve been born in to) the Kingdom of 
God.” (my paraphrase)  And he says, some of you did all these things, THAT’S not 
the problem. The problem is you were washed and shown a new way and culture and 
kingdom and you don’t care at all to live in it!

v.12 All things are lawful.. not helpful.. I will not be dominated by anything!!
Paul says, this isn’t about law!! Stop making it about your freedom in Christ, of course 
your free, you can do anything! But those who want to enjoy the new way of living in 
Christ won’t live like this, because its not how it works in Gods Kingdom. This reminds 
me of the plea he also makes in Romans.

Romans 14:17 “For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

After reprimanding them, Paul calls them back to the charge to use their lives and 
freedoms to embody the Spirit of God in this world, to bring forth the kingdom of 
God through the way they live. How is this vastly different than him just writing 
to reprimand them for breaking rules and instruct them in the appropriate 
consequences?

It grieves me to think of how many times I read these verses and assumed the 
application for me was what to do when a brother or sister was caught in sin. Instead 
of seeing the problem he was addressing with the church as a whole who was not at all 
behaving like people who were invited to participate in a whole new way of living. 

How do these verse hit you afresh this week? What ways do you maybe get caught up 
in the world in front of you and forget that you are a citizen of God’s Kingdom where 
there is freedom and righteousness and peace available to you and for you to bring to 
others?

What questions do you still have?

**Often these verses can trigger a lot of shame and guilt from someone’s past. 
Someone may have used them as weapons against us or we may have berated 
ourselves with them. Anytime scripture produces shame, it’s been misused and is not 
the heart of the Father. His kindness is what leads to repentance, not guilt or rejection. 
When we gather this week we are going to spend some time reflecting on how we 
may have misrepresented the heart of the Father to someone else, or suffered that 
misrepresentation ourselves. And we are going to access forgiveness and healing and 
joy together. Come with a heart prepared to journal and worship.
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WEEK 4 | OCTOBER 10 - 16
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 0/ 1 7

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians 7: 1-7 

 2- 1 Corinthians 7: 8-16

 3- 1 Corinthians 7: 17-24 

 4- 1 Corinthians 7: 25-31 

 5- 1 Corinthians 7: 32-40 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 
Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that 
he is addressing? Can you restate in your own words what is being said? 
You’re not drawing conclusions at this point, you are simply recounting 
what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

In this chapter Paul is writing to the church in Corinth in response to their asking him 
for advice on several matters that were causing problems  for them in their church 
community. Some of the problems addressed here were concerning being married 
versus remaining unmarried.  There were some social pressures for remarriage ( in 
the case of widows and widowers in particular) and for those who were unmarried to 
maintain a life of permanent celibacy for spiritual reasons. There were also questions 
about believers being married to unbelievers. It might have been common at this time 
for one partner to hear and believe the gospel while their spouse did not.  In this part 
of his letter Paul offers wise Christian advice based on his biblical understanding and 
pastoral experience. He is careful to state that much of what he says is his own opinion 
as “thanks to the Lord’s mercy a trustworthy person” as well as specific commands of 
Jesus. His ultimate goal is for the Corinthian church to not be distracted by these is-
sues but to keep the main thing the main thing which is that their service to the Lord 
must come first.

If divorce and/or remarriage are a part of your story some of these passages might be 
met with feelings of hurt or guilt. It may remind you of a sin you have already con-
fessed and been forgiven for yet the sting remains. We know that in Genesis 2:24 it is 
written that “When a man is united with his wife they become one flesh.” God’s word 
is clear in Mark 10:9 “ Therefore what God has joined together let no one separate.” 
These are very difficult words for a divorced person to read without possibly feeling 
shame and guilt. We believe that God created man and woman in his image and that 
the most intimate relationship between a man and a woman is marriage. It was never 
His intention that this unique relationship between his children end in divorce.

So if divorce is a part of your story, as it is mine, how do we move forward? What are 
we to believe about ourselves as daughters of God?
First let’s remind ourselves that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
(Romans 3:23) There are no “big or little” sins in God’s eyes. All humans are guilty. Ro-
mans 3:10 tells us, “There is no one righteous, not even one.” A little further along in 
our study of Corinthians we will read in 2 Corinthians 7:10 that “Godly sorrow brings 
repentance that leads to salvation.” Last year in Romans we read the good news in Ro-
mans 4: 7-8 that “Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.” What a 
beautiful message of grace! 

I the Hillsong worship song “Who you say I am” we sing the following

Who the son sets  free

Oh is free indeed

I’m a child of God

Yes I am

In my Father’s house

There’s a place for me

I’m a child of God 

Yes I am
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Here are a few verses that tell you who the God who created you, and loves you, says 
you are. Spend some time reading and meditating on just how much He loves you.

Ephesians 2:10  You are His masterpiece

1 Peter 2:9 You are chosen, a special possession

1 John 3:1 You are a child of God

Matthew 10:28-31 You are valuable

Psalm 149:4  You are a delight

1 John 1:9 You are forgiven 
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WEEK 5 | OCTOBER 17 - 23
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 0/ 2 4

LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR
“He has told you, O man what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

Micah 6:8  

RESOURCES:

Websites

The Turquoise Table & How to Love Your Neighbor 

Notes & Thoughts
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WEEK 6 | OCTOBER 24 - 30
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 0/ 3 1

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians 8:1-6

 2- 1 Corinthians 8:7-13 

 3- 1 Corinthians 9:1-12 

 4- 1 Corinthians 9:13-18 

 5- 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

In these chapters, Paul addresses some questions that I have to believe came up many 
times, in many different forms during his ministry: How do we as Christ-followers 
handle the “old way” of doing things? More specifically, how we deal with people who 
claim Christ, but still practice things we know to be meaningless?  

Here in 1 Corinthians and in Romans, Paul reminds people that since walking with 
Jesus is an ongoing journey, those who are “strong” ought to be conscious of their 
mindset toward those who are “weak” (Romans 14: 1, 15:1). Yes, there will be some issues 
that arise from habitual behavior or perhaps misunderstood scripture, but the bigger 
issue is always the pride in our own hearts. That’s the real danger—forgetting to love 
each other with the grace that has been demonstrated in our own lives by God (Ro-
mans 14:13, 15:2, 1 Cor. 8:10-13). 

If we’re honest, this is much easier said than done. If we are really trying to follow 
Jesus in a meaningful way, it’s only human to fixate on the “how-tos” of Christian life. 
We earnestly study scripture, get our questions answered, pray about getting on the 
right path—only to be confronted with a church that is made up of a slew of people 
who seem to us to just be winging it.  We are irritated because we KNOW better. Why 
don’t THEY know better? For the Corinthians, the issue was whether or not to eat 
food that had been offered to idols (something very specific and real to that communi-
ty of believers), but what is it for you? What drives you crazy when you see it happen-
ing among Christians? Can you lay out a brilliantly organized argument, complete with 
scriptural references, to prove why you’re right? 

This is what Paul confronts in these chapters: Yes, we are free in Christ—free from the 
lies that used to keep us in chains of fear. But we are also:

• Free to bend on minor or secondary things in order to serve and love the people 

God has placed in our path, in ways that matter to them 

• Free even to leave our path to serve those who are not immediately in it! (Jesus did 

this all the time!  John 4:7-29; Matthew 8:5-13; Mark 5:21-43) 

• Free to not die on every metaphorical hill we encounter (1 Cor. 9:15-18)

As followers of Christ, our behavior is NEVER meaningless to the people around us. 
Our accumulated knowledge may be key in the building of our personal faith, but Paul 
reminds us that the Gospel comes first—that is the only imperative, the only thing 
that’s real (1 Cor. 9:23-27). A proud mind, with all its knowledge, can crowd out the 
humble, servant heart that the Holy Spirit is cultivating in you. 

Some things to ponder:

• Have you experienced “knowing” something to extent of forgetting the heart a 

of the Gospel?

• Who are the people in your life that need you to bend a little, so that they can  

see Jesus in you? 
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WEEK 7 | OCTOBER 31 - NOV 6
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 1 / 7

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

 2- 1 Corinthians 10:14-22

 3- 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1

 4- 1 Corinthians 11:2-16

 5- 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

The culture is one of competitiveness, self-achievement, self-promotion, self-sufficiency, 
autonomy, and complacency. This culture carries over into the church, along with 
entitlement to indulge in freedoms, and the tendency to over-value gifts of knowledge, 
wisdom and freedom. Overlooking the more basic gifts in everyday life such as love and 
respect for others. 

It is very much an “us vs. them” culture. The competitive nature of comparison leads to 
putting down others and bragging about one’s own achievements. 

What culture is being described here? 

Yes, it is the Corinthians, but before you breathe a sigh of relief, here is what I found 
when I looked up American values in our culture today. 
• An efficient and progressive society often at the expense of interpersonal 

relationships. 
• A society where little deference is shown, or status is acknowledged. 
• People are seen as separate individuals (not group members) with individual needs. 
• People need time to be alone and to be themselves. Self-centered and sometimes 

isolated and lonely.
• Americans take pride in their own accomplishments. 
• Competition is emphasized over cooperation. 
• Americans are seen as caring more for things rather than people or relationships.

Do you think this culture has carried into the church today? 
Paul points out in chapter 10, that the Christians in Corinth have recurring patterns that 
offer parallels from the past with the present situation in Corinth. Paul first reminds 
them of all the blessings and benefits of belonging to the people of God. But their 
cravings for what God had not provided brought God’s displeasure.
 
 Paul issues a warning using four cases of destructive desires or cravings. 
a. Idolatry (Exodus 32) 
b. Immorality (Numbers 25:1-9)
c. Doubt that puts God to the test (Numbers 21:4-9)
d. Despair, complaining, ungratefulness (Numbers11)
  

WARNING! Learn from their mistakes! Each of these misdirected desires had self-in-
dulgence at the root of them. No respect or love for others, but an all-consuming desire 
to please self! Seeking substitutes for God, playing the blame game, making everything 
the fault of someone else, complaining, grumbling, and griping, discontent with what 
God provided. Being unthankful! That was them then, and this can be us now. 

We have seen and will continue to see, that the dominate theme of respect and love for 
‘the other” runs through this epistle, whether in the context of food offered to idols, 
Christian public worship, or the Lord’s Supper.  

Paul says, “You have liberty to do all things . . .  but not everything is helpful. You have 
the right to do anything. . .but not everything builds up. No one should seek his or her 
own interest, but the well-being of the other.” 
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This closely parallels Jesus teaching in Matthew. “Always treat others, as you would like 
them to treat you.” Love for the other is at the heart of the gospel. 

1 Cor. 11:2-16 we read about the case of public worship. The respect for “the other” 
continues. Respect for others, respect for God, respect for fellow Christians, and for 
the self in terms of self-respect. Genuine respect nurtures and supports love, which 
gives us the desire for the well-being of “the other.” Love is not ill mannered. 
Paul ends chapter 11 with the scene of the Lord’s Supper. He can’t praise them even 
a little bit for what is going on. When you understand the scenario, you will totally 
understand Paul’s strong tone here. 

The wealthy and influential would host the meetings for the Lord’s supper. The host 
and favored guests would sit or lounge on couches around the table in the main room. 
While the least esteemed guests would either sit or stand in the hallway or “over-flow” 
room. Feeling like second-class guests. Paul states, “it makes them experience public 
shame in contrast to honor.” Feeling like “the other.” “Your meeting does not amount 
to an eating of the Lord’s Supper . . . one actually goes hungry; another is even drunk.”  

And think of this. . . this was the sacrament they were to be celebrating: 
The central act of the Lord’s Supper, The Eucharist: Jesus took the bread . . . he broke 
the loaf . . . and he gave thanks. (eucharisteo)  ”This is my body, which is for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me . . . This cup is the new covenant in my blood. . . Do this 
in remembrance of me” Each participant declares, or proclaims, “Christ died” and 
in eating the bread and drinking the cup that “Christ died for me.” I “take Christ 
as mine,” even as I take and receive broken bread and wine poured out. Earlier in 
chapter 10, Paul clearly tells that the coming together for the “Lord’s meal” shows a 
unity. One bread, one body. Community with each other. 

Here they were partaking of the sacrament but forgetting whom and what they were 
to celebrate. They had let the culture lull them into complacency and self-involved 
celebration. 

In each of these cases we read of Paul’s earnest desire to teach respect and love for 
“the other.” Encouraging them to be for “the other.” Doing everything for the glory  
of God. 

SELF-EXAM:
1. Do you value others “otherness? Or do you try and make them like you? 
2. How does this theme of respect and love for “the other” challenge you? 
3. Who is “the other” to you? Have you ever made them feel second-class? Unworthy 

of your attention? 
4. Today, of course, we couldn’t even imagine dividing our place of worship into “rich 

sit here and poor over there.” Or, “you with knowledge sit here, and you “not so 
smart” ones over there.” But are there other ways we divide? Make this personal. 
How do you find yourself dividing? 

5. Have you ever felt like you were “the other?” 
6. My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk with me.” And my heart responds, 

“Lord I am coming.”  Teach me how to live, O Lord. Lead me along the right path.  
(Ps. 27:8,11)
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WEEK 8 | NOVEMBER 7 - 13
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 1 / 1 4

MEMORIZE: This year we will work together to memorize portions of 1 Corinthians 
12:31b - 13:7. We printed it on a bookmark this year so you can reference it regularly. I en-
courage you to make this part of your weekly habit, keep it somewhere you can read over 
it constantly (The dash of your car, taped to your mirror, etc) and these words will soon 
be written on your heart!)

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

 2- 1 Corinthians 12:12-20

 3- 1 Corinthians 12:21-31

 4- 1 Corinthians 13:1-7

 5- 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

Like a musician in a symphony orchestra, the spirit of Paul’s writing in 1 Corinthians 
12 conveys the importance of playing to a unified melody -- whatever your instrument, 
whatever your spiritual gift -- in the body of Christ.

As there are a diverse number of instruments needed for a successful symphonic suite, 
such is the case with the gifts of the Spirit for the edification of the church body.  Each 
gift plays a different role in the body of Christ, and “to each is given the manifestation 
of the Spirit for the common good” (v. 7).

Take a moment and read v. 8-10, and v. 27-30.  Take stock of the spiritual gifts and roles 
listed in these passages and consider the following questions:

1. How might the spiritual gifts and roles listed edify or build up the church body 
for the “common good”? (consider each -- gifts of apostles, prophets, teachers, 
wisdom, faith, miracles, healing, helping, administration, tongues, etc.)

2. Which gifts do you feel the Lord has “apportioned” to you?  How do you/can you 
use these gifts for the “common good”  of the church body?

In verses 14- 26 Paul uses the body as a metaphor for the spiritual gifts God imparts 
to  His people, illustrating that the body of Christ will be lacking something if any one 
“member” isn’t doing their part.  Read this passage and reflect on the metaphor: 

1. In what ways are you challenged by this metaphor in context with the spiritual 
gifts God has given you?  

2. Do you ever feel like you look to another’s gifts as better than your own, or to 
your own gifts as better than another member of the body?   How might these 
behaviors be dangerous to the body of Christ?

After using this metaphor, in v. 27-30 Paul does something curious by listing a ranking 
of God’s appointed roles/gifts within the church, followed by some emphatic questions 
to bring home his point again in showing that not everyone has the same spiritual 
gifts.  However, v. 31 draws further curiosity, as Paul states:  But earnestly desire the 
higher gifts.  Why do you think Paul says this?  What does he hope to lead members of 
the church of Corinth to see?

Paul leads us to “still a more excellent way” (v. 31) by introducing us to the way of love.
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Chapter 13

After Paul provides his metaphor of the body to illustrate the many diverse, yet all 
essential giftings needed in members of Christ’s church, he brings everything back to 
the most essential ingredient to a transformative church -- something every spiritual 
gift must be empowered by if to draw others to the Lord -- agape love.  Christ-like 
love.  Love, that C.S. Lewis would describe as “Divine Gift-love.”  And when Divine 
Gift-love is at work in man and woman, it “enables [them] to love what is not naturally 
lovable; lepers, criminals, enemies, morons, the sulky, the superior and the sneering” 
(The Four Loves).

This is the kind of love rooted in Christ’s sacrifice, and deeply knowing the charity of His 
gift.  It does not discriminate spiritual gifts or fear being unseen in church -- it’s sole 
purpose is to see others who are broken and enables them to lead them back to the 
source of life. 

With agape love in mind, re-read Ch. 13, and reflect on the importance of Paul’s 
message about spiritual gifts here.  
1. What do you think he wanted the church of Corinth (and us), to take away from 

this letter?  
2. What are the verses that specifically stick out to you? Why?
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WEEK 9 | NOVEMBER 14 - 20
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 1 / 2 1

LOVING PEOPLE THROUGH 
LOSS & PAIN

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in 
any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share 

abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.”

Micah 6:8  

RESOURCES:

Sermon
 Tim Keller - If God is good, why is there so much evil in the world 

Philip Yancey - Why suffering?

Support Groups
Children’s Art Bereavement Group (hosted by Sutter Roseville)

Griefshare.org lists groups at several local churches

Articles
http://vaporandmist.com/safe-no-hes-good/

https://timothykeller.com/blog/2013/11/27/getting-stuck-in-suffering?rq=suffering

Notes & Thoughts
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WEEK 10 | NOVEMBER 21 - 27
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 / 1 6

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians 14:1-5 

 2- 1 Corinthians 14:6-12 

 3- 1 Corinthians 14:13-19 

 4- 1 Corinthians 14:20-25 

 5- 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

This week’s deeper Reflection will be a bit of a journaling exercise. Do your best to 
write ‘uncensored,’ no one will see your mis-spellings or punctuation. The idea is to 
put to words your ideas, perceptions, and/or experiences without judgment regarding 
this passage of scripture.

Prophecy and Tongues

Our past and experiences can greatly impact our attitudes and beliefs. What are your 
thoughts around prophecy and tongues? Write.

1 Corinthians 14:1

‘Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts...’ 

There’s a beautiful story in the gospels of a blind man to whom Jesus asks, ‘What do 
you want me to do for you?’ 

In light of 1 Cor 14:1 and the spiritual gifts, how would you answer His question - 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Write.
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WEEK 11 | JANUARY 16 - 22
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 / 2 3

MEMORIZE:    This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 2- 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

 3- 1 Corinthians 15:20-34 

 4- 1 Corinthians 15:35-41 

 5- 1 Corinthians 15:42-49 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

Take a look back through your reading for this week. Paul is addressing the church 
on the importance of Christ’s resurrection. Since the beginning of Paul’s letter to the 
church of Corinth he has been addressing issues that have been causing problems in 
the church. He talks about issues like sectors and divisions, sex, food, and even the 
gathering. He now comes to talk about the resurrection of Christ and how though those 
other issues are of importance this changes everything that we as Christians are. 

Vs 14 “And if Christ has not been raised then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” 

When reading this I think in my head “well of course I believe that Jesus died and rose 
from the dead” I mean that’s the whole premise of everything I have been taught in the 
church and if someone who didn’t know asked me about my faith I would probably 
start there right?

 However, reading through this chapter I am challenged in a new way. Paul continually 
states different ways about how pointless everything is if the resurrection is unreal. 

Vs 19 “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied”

Vs 29 “if corpses can’t be raise, then Christ wasn’t, because he was indeed dead. And if Christ 
wasn’t raised, then all you’re doing is wandering about in the dark, as lost as ever.” – Message 
translation

 Vs 33 “If there’s no resurrection, “we eat, we drink, the next day we die,” and that’s all there is 
to it. But don’t fool yourselves. Don’t let yourselves be poisoned by this anti-resurrection loose 
talk.” – Message translation

In this chapter I see two things with the people Paul is talking to. People who are 
unaware and disinterested in the resurrection or a people numb to the power of the 
resurrection of Christ. Wherever you are in your understanding or perspective (or lack 
of perspective) on the power of the resurrection let us be reminded and refreshed by it 
today. 

Because of the resurrection: 
-We can be unified in Church not under any subdivisions but under our king Jesus.
-We have motivation to not live in sin because there is limitless grace, but to live in 
purpose to bring glory to our King through our daily actions and how we live.
-We now have great power for loving other people more than ourselves
-We have a Hope for our future after death to live in perfect union with God 

Take a few moments to reflect and challenge yourself. Where do I see the power or 
Christ’s resurrection lived out in my life? Am I looking at the world different now that 
I have this hope? Am I seeing every part of my life through the lenses of the gospel? If 
Jesus wasn’t raised from the dead, how different would my life really be? 
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WEEK 12 | JANUARY 23 - 29
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  1 / 3 0

FREEDOM IN PARENTING
“He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in 

his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.”

Isaiah 40:11  

RESOURCES:

Books
Give Your Kids a Break: Parenting with Compassion for You  

and Your Children by Kim Fredrickson

You Can’t Make Me (But I Can Be Persuaded): Strategies for Bringing  
Out the Best in Your Strong-Willed Child by Cynthia Tobias

Websites
Dr Kelly Flanagan

Notes & Thoughts
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WEEK 13 | JANUARY 30 - FEB 5
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  2 /6

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

 2- 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

 3- 1 Corinthians 16:5-11  

 4- 1 Corinthians 16: 12-18 

 5- 1 Corinthians 16:19-24 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

O Death, Where is Your Victory?

In 1 Corinthians 15:50 Paul describes Christians in light of eternity. When Jesus returned, 
they would be changed in an instant. Jesus’ work on the cross will transform us, whether 
we die before he comes back or whether we are still alive when he returns.

When he returns, we will shout, “Death where is your victory? O Death where is your 
sting?” (1 Corinthians 15: 55) What hurts us now and what we suffer through is only a 
piece of the big picture that God is creating. In the end, HE WINS. WE WIN. 

Paul can mock death and Satan because he knows how the story ends. Not only was 
Christ victorious over death when he rose from the dead, and still victorious now as he 
sits at the right hand of God, but the crazy thing is that He wants to give us this victory 
as well. Not just as victory for us to go to heaven when we die. But victory in our life 
right now. 

Victory over sin that we have struggled with for years. Victory over healing old wounds. 
Victory in the freedom from whatever has a hold on us. We have access to all that Christ 
has, his compete victory, NOW. 

Do you believe this truth? If yes, how does that belief affect how you live?

Christ is victorious and he allows us to be victorious now in Him. If we could grasp that 
- all our present struggles wouldn’t grip us the way that we often let them. 

What are you struggling with in this season of life?
How would viewing your struggles in view of Christ conquering death and sin change 
how you handle these struggles?

Paul continues on in 15:58, “in light of this truth (that we have victory in Christ), stand 
firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

Have you ever worked hard at something and not seen the results you were looking for?

Emily grew up as a pastor’s kid and in high school, started rebelling against what she 
knew was right. She started drinking, using drugs and being promiscuous with boys. I 
met Emily several years after this season of her life and when I learned of her past, could 
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not believe it. She truly was a changed woman. She was loving and kind, with a servant’s 
heart. She loved the Lord and her family. I remember Emily telling me her story and was 
amazed by the faith of her father. All those years that Emily was going astray and making 
heartbreaking decisions, her dad was praying for her. He would tell Emily he was praying 
for her, but more than that- she would see him. Often, her dad would lay outside her 
bedroom door, praying for her through the night for the Lord to grab ahold of Emily’s 
heart and change her desires. 

What great joy Emily’s dad must have had the day that Emily’s heart turned back 
towards the Lord! Unfortunately, we don’t always get to see the completion of our work 
for the Lord. However, Emily’s story often gives me hope, from my own parenting to any 
of life’s struggles. Surely, my efforts and yours- to love people well- are not in vain. God 
is working behind, before and throughout our efforts. We may not get to see the ending 
that we desire, but that doesn’t mean it won’t work out in the end.

Where do you feel you are “laboring for the Lord”?

It’s easy for the passion that you first had for ministry, serving God, or just simply loving 
your family and people around you to dwindle when the change you are hoping for isn’t 
immediate. Be encouraged that God is still working!

The author of Hebrews says, “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love 
which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and 
do minister. (Hebrews 6:10)

And in Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him.” 

Trust that God sees your efforts and trust him with the outcome. Spend time in prayer 
asking God to reveal any areas that you are not living the victory that he already has won 
or where you’re not trusting God in your labor for the Lord.  



31

WEEK 14 | FEBRUARY 6 - 12
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  2 / 1 3

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 2 Corinthians 1:1-11 

 2- 2 Corinthians 1:12-22 

 3- 2 Corinthians 1:23 –2: 4 

 4- 2 Corinthians 2:5 – 11 

 5- 2 Corinthians 2:12 – 2:17 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

The beginning of 2 Corinthians can be a little confusing if we don’t consider the actual 
background of what has been going on so far in Paul’s relationship with the churches 
in Corinth. Paul had written 1 Corinthians as a rebuke to the churches in Corinth who 
were really straying from the original truths and focus that Paul had established their 
churches under. Apparently when they received this rebuke, many in the church did 
not receive it well or with a soft heart but instead lashed out even more so against Paul 
and began to publicly reject him.  This prompts Paul to visit them in person which he 
refers to as ‘the painful visit’ (2:1). In doing so, some are clearly repentant and end up 
reconciling with Paul, while others continue to rebel and reject his leadership once he 
leaves. This created even more division as we will see in Chapter 3 that those opposing 
Paul began demanding proof that he was credible and had the authority to be 
correcting them in the first place. Paul decides to respond by letter but refuses to come 
a second time to Corinth. Instead he does his best to address the two different groups 
now left in Corinth; those repentant and wanting assurance that their relationship 
is covered in grace and forgiveness, and those still clearly arrogant and questioning 
Paul’s right to lead them. What an extremely hurtful and tense time for Paul and the 
people in those churches.  

One of the first things I notice is the way Paul appeals to God’s ability to comfort all 
of them in the midst of what was clearly a lot of relational pain. (1:4-5) If you have been 
through this kind of strain or breaking of relationship with someone close in your 
life, especially those with within your church family, it’s not hard to empathize. Take a 
second to put yourself into the scene. Picture Paul writing “out of much affliction and 
anguish of heart and with many tears..” (2:4) and see if you can relate to the relational 
struggle between him and the Corinthian people. This is a church that is torn and a 
leader fighting for grace and forgiveness in the midst of much pain and rejection, all 
for the sake of the gospel.  My heart is so humbled by the example Paul sets. 

Paul isn’t beating around the bush that it is hard to be so fully committed to loving 
people well. He has given his life to the call of bringing the power of the gospel to 
people, and that means he will be hurt by them, misunderstood and persecuted. Often 
not even by those in direct opposition of the church, but those inside it too, his very 
own brothers and sisters of the faith. He calls this ‘sharing in the suffering of Christ’ 
(v.5) who gave up his right to be treated as he deserved, in order that God’s plan of 
salvation might be carried out in the world. Paul says, he is willing to do this because 
he ‘trusts in the God who raises from the dead.’ 

1:5 “For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share 
abundantly in comfort too.. (v.9) Indeed we felt we had received the sentence of death. 
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.”

I wonder if I am able to lay down my rights to be understood, my right to walk away 
from relational tension instead of fighting for reconciliation. Not because someone 
deserves it, but because I can trust that by leaning in to that kind of struggle, I might 
actually draw nearer to the heart of the suffering Christ. And I believe that God brings 
life out of painful, broken and even dead things.
Spend some time thinking about this in the context of your own relationship struggles. 
How does Paul’s experience and example speak to you, challenge or encourage you? 
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WEEK 15 | FEBRUARY 13 - 19
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  2 / 2 0

REAL TALK - MARRIAGE
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist 

on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful.”

1 Corinthians 13:4-5   

RESOURCES:

John & Julie Gottman (Gottman.com) and Milan & Kay Yerkovich (Howwelove.com)  
offer a wide variety of marriage-related resources: books, podcasts, videos, articles,  

worksheets, etc.

Notes & Thoughts
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WEEK 16 | FEBRUARY 20 - 26
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  2 / 2 7

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 2 Corinthians 3: 1-3 

 2- 2 Corinthians 3: 4-6 

 3- 2 Corinthians 3: 7-18 

 4- 2 Corinthians 4: 1-6 

 5- 2 Corinthians 4: 7-18 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

When I first read these chapters through, two main thoughts popped into my head:

1.  Do I see the Holy Spirit working in me when I look at my reflection?  

2. How do my actions reflect the Holy Spirit in my relationships with others? 

I wish I were the kind of woman who always looked in the mirror with confidence. 
But like many, I often notice physical flaws and imperfections hidden in the heart and 
mind. But when Paul states that as Christians “we all, with unveiled faces, are looking 
as in a mirror at the glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory” (the same image as the glory of the Lord!) because the “Lord who 
is the Spirit” dwells within us (2 Cor. 3:18), I couldn’t help but question, do I ever see 
the Lord - the Holy Spirit – at work in me when I see my reflection?  

And how refreshing would it be if I approached my relationship with my self with the 
same love that Jesus gives me? If every time I looked in the mirror I saw that Christ 
was at work in me and acted on that knowledge, I would likely be able to “act with 
great boldness” as Paul says Christians are able to (2 Cor. 3:12). I would likely be able to 
give myself more freedom to be me and to represent God’s gifts and creation without 
self-doubt and cultural pressures pushing on me. I would be able to trust in the Lord 
and what he desires of me. “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom” (2 Cor. 3: 17).

Not only would I see better results and a positive mindset in myself, but I’m sure that 
if I started with self love and trust in the Lord, my actions would better reflect Christ’s 
work within me. The “Spirit of the living God” is written “not on tablets of stone but 
on tablets of human hearts” (2 Cor. 3:3). We do not need to give ourselves written 
letters of recommendation on why we consider ourselves Christians, we need to reflect 
the Holy Spirit, working on our hearts, through our actions with our family, friends, 
and community at large. Our actions ARE our letters of recommendation.

We have this gift working in us “because we were shown mercy” and “we do not give 
up” in our efforts to reflect Christ to others. We become “an open display of the truth” 
(2 Cor. 4: 1-2). God has allowed the “light” to shine “in our hearts to give the light of 
knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6), so be bold in your 
actions and show people what the “face of Jesus Christ” looks like through love. And 
never forget it is a gift! This boldness as Christians does not come from ourselves but 
from God. We must “always carry the death of Jesus in our body, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be displayed in our body” (2 Cor. 4:10). When we remember what events 
brought us our hope and salvation, we will naturally act with humility, love,  
and positivity.

If we just focused on all of the darkness at work against us – our body’s weaknesses, 
our mental strife, constant negativity from without and within – we would not be able 
to grasp onto the light. We are given our “treasure in clay jars.” Clay jars are imperfect 
in form and easily break, just like us. But God uses our imperfections to display “that 
this extraordinary power may be from God and not from us” (2 Cor. 4:7). “Therefore we 
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do not give up. Even though our outer person is being destroyed, our inner person is 
being renewed day by day. For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an 
absolutely incomparable eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:16-17). 

When you look in the mirror and focus on the things you can see, you will destroy 
your relationship with yourself and not reflect the glory of God to others. But we must 
live in hope and recognize, in our reflection, that there are great-unseen things at 
work! “So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18). 

So I’m going to challenge myself, and encourage you to do the same, to look for the 
unseen in my reflection the next time I look in the mirror, and each time thereafter, so 
I may reflect what I find in my relationships with others.
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WEEK 17 | FEB 27 - MARCH 4
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  3 / 5

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

 2- 2 Corinthians 5:11-15 

 3- 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 4- 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

 5- 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

Take a moment and look back at our previous reading section. We ended last week at 2 
Corinthians 4:18, which says, “For the things that are seen are transient, but the things 
that are unseen are eternal.”

The word transient means temporary, or not lasting a long time. As we launch into 
our reading this week, we will see that Paul is going to continue on the theme of 
addressing the temporary versus the eternal.

“For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” -1 Corinthians 5:1

Take a moment to read through this week’s passage again and make note of Paul’s 
description of our earthly home vs. our eternal home. What are some things that you 
noticed?

 Here are some observations from Chapter 5…

Our earthly home is:
• Called “the tent,” which implies it isn’t permanent
• A place where we groan and are burdened
• A situation where we long to put on our heavenly dwelling
• Away from the Lord
• A place where we have to walk by faith, not by sight
• A time where, even though we would rather be with the Lord, we aim to please the 

Lord while we are here.

Our eternal home is:
• A heavenly dwelling
• True life, that swallows up what is mortal 
• A place God prepares us for
• Guaranteed for us by the deposit of the Holy Spirit in us
• The place where we would rather be
• The place we can be confident (or have “good courage”) that we will be home with 

the Lord someday!

You see, we all know that this body and our life here on earth is temporary. We all 
know that our earthly bodies will not last. And often, our lives here on earth in these 
temporary tents, living among what is seen and transient, leave us longing for more. 
Paul reminds the Corinthians, and us, that what is coming will be worth it! And that 
the Holy Spirit in us is a deposit for what is to come.

The day will come when we will neither be found clothed in temporary shelters or be found 
naked. Rather, we will be “further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.” 
(verse 4b) 
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So, what should we do while we are here in the temporary? While this may not be an 
exhaustive list, here are some points that Paul makes in the section we read this week:

• We walk by faith (5:7)
• We develop a longing for Heaven (5:8)
• We aim to please the Lord (5:9)
• We do not judge others (5:16)
• We are ambassadors (or representatives) for Christ (5:20)
• We cleanse ourselves (7:1)

This list may seem overwhelming to try to accomplish on our own, but Paul 
encourages the Corinthians, and us, to continue to work out our salvation. Remember, 
the Corinthians were saved – they believed and accepted the gospel of Christ, and they 
had the Holy Spirit. But then they got stuck and didn’t grow. Paul wants us to allow 
God to help us grow (6:1-2). And Paul even sets himself as an example of someone who 
has endured much in this temporary life for the sake of what is eternal (6:4-11).

What stands out to you about Paul’s description of our earthly home and our eternal 
home? Does anything surprise you? Scare you? Make you feel excited? What’s one 
thing you learned in this week’s reading that you can begin applying today in order to 
develop a longing for Heaven?



40

WEEK 18 | MARCH 5 - 11
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  3 / 1 2

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 2 Corinthians 7:2-11 

 2- 2 Corinthians 7:12-16 

 3- 2 Corinthians 8:1-6 

 4- 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

 5- 2 Corinthians 8:16-24 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

I’ll be honest, when I first read through 2 Corinthians 7 and 8, I didn’t feel much. 
Sometimes when I read the Bible, I get a spark of excitement, total understanding and 
energy. Other times I read the Bible and I feel nothing - no clear understanding, no 
easy application, no inspiration – or worse, confusion, anger, or even fear. I wonder, 
does God want me to dwell on it longer until I reach understanding, or does he want 
me to walk away and grant me understanding in some future version of myself? In the 
meanwhile, I will share what thoughts have come to mind while studying this for the 
first time.

Paul discusses heavy topics: regret, repentance, “godly grief,” grace, giving beyond 
our means, and reminds us of the grace of our father and sacrifices Jesus made for 
us. I feel burdened when I read this, asking myself questions like “what’s the perfect 
amount of forgiveness,” “what’s the perfect amount of grieving,” “what’s the perfect 
amount of repentance,” and “what’s the perfect amount of grace to extend to others 
through financial or physical giving?” 

Paul doesn’t answer these questions directly for me, and he doesn’t need to. But I 
hold on to the cookie crumbs he leaves behind to find answers. If I “make room” for 
others in my heart, I will naturally find the amount of forgiveness or repentance God 
desires of me (2 Cor. 7:2). If I trust in God in my grief, I will be “grieving as God wills” 
and discover what he intends to “produce in me,” giving me hope (2 Cor. 7:11). If I give 
myself “first to the Lord and then to” the church and my community at large, I will 
naturally extend grace beyond my means (2 Cor. 8:5).

And Paul really pushes us to “excel in this act of grace” once we have excelled in our 
love for Christ and the church (2 Cor. 8:7). He describes it as “testing the genuineness 
of our love,” and I can’t decide if he means our love for Christ, our love for our church 
and leaders (as he was), or our love overall, but I’m choosing the latter: our love for all 
is tested through our grace. Grace is not meant to be extended only to our family and 
church, but to all we are called to love (everyone!).

And what is grace? Dictionary.com describes it as “favor or goodwill” or even as the 
“manifestation of a favor.” Throughout the Bible, “grace” is most often associated with 
something that God or Jesus Christ extends, so how can we expect to have “grace” 
even remotely comparable to that? “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Though he was rich, for your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might 
become rich,” (2 Cor. 8:9). Can I give back and extend grace through a “manifestation 
of a favor” to others as Jesus did for me? 
Paul comforts us by emphasizing that as long as the “eagerness is there” in our actions, 
“the gift is acceptable” (2 Cor. 8:12). If you “make room” in your heart, and seek to do 
what you believe Christ leads you to, then be comforted that your ability to give is 
always enough. Your gift is based on “what [you have], not according to what [you don’t 
have]” (2 Cor. 12). “The person who had much did not have too much, and the person 
who had little did not have too little” (2 Cor. 15).

And perhaps, most comforting for me in my multiple questions I posed above, is Paul 
stating he gives “careful thought to do what is right, not only before the Lord but also 
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before the people” (2 Cor. 8:21). Paul was responsible for large sums of money, as he 
references in 2 Cor. 8, but moreso, for having power and responsibility through his 
spoken (and written) words and actions. And aren’t we all carrying great burdens? Our 
responsibilities may feel small when we compare them to Paul and the sacrifices he 
made, but nevertheless, we have a great responsibility. We carry the name of “Christ” in 
our name as Christians, we carry the Holy Spirit in our hearts, and we have divine gifts 
(that reflect the nature of God!) as human beings. 

So Paul recognizes that he must give “careful thought to do what is right,” but he does 
not become silent or inactive because of that great burden (2 Cor. 8:21).

I believe these questions will be a lifelong struggle for understanding for me, and I 
don’t expect an answer. But if I can’t extend myself grace and I continue to constantly 
look for the perfect answer, I will become unable to take action and incapable of 
extending grace to others.
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WEEK 19 | MARCH 12 - 18
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  3 / 1 9

MOMS & DAUGHTERS
“Biology is the least of what makes someone a mother.” 

Oprah Winfrey   

RESOURCES:

Websites designed for young women
LifeLoveandGod.com

Articles addressing complicated mother/daughter dynamics
www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/the-wise-stepmom/

www.readthearc.com/when-love-hurts-healing-broken-mother-daughter-relationships/

Notes & Thoughts
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WEEK 20 | MARCH 19 - 25
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  3 / 2 6

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 2 Corinthians 9:1-5 

 2- 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 3- 2 Corinthians 10:1-6 

 4- 2 Corinthians 10:7-12 

 5- 2 Corinthians 10:13-18 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

Over this week we read through 2 Corinthians 9 and 10 which are addressing two 
different issues in the church. The first one in 2 Corinthians 9 is addressing generosity 
and money in the hands of a believer. Paul is preaching in a context where other 
Christians are in need of money and the church in Corinth, failing to be responsible 
with their money, is unable to give or be generous. Reading through this the part that 
catches me is the idea of being a cheerful giver. 
Vs 7-8 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work.”

What challenges me in this is not about the giving but in the condition of my heart 
when giving. Do I give 10% to church, check a box and then move on? Do I give to a 
causes that I enjoy or have some nostalgic tie to? Do I leave room for God to speak 
into how I use my finances beyond what I am comfortable with? If what Paul says in 
vs 11 is true “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God” What is holding us from being generous 
with everything we have? This includes my time, money, and energy. What parts of me 
do I need to surrender to God to do a work in today? 

The second issue at hand in 2 Corinthians 10 is about the way the church in Corinth 
viewed Paul as a teacher since he wasn’t living up to the standards of outward 
appearance or flashy teaching that the church wanted him to live up to. Paul reminds 
the church of the important things at hand. Nothing in the church matters except that 
Jesus is glorified. Our appearance is of no importance besides the fact that how we 
represent Christ and ultimately that the glory, honor is given to Christ.
 Vs 17-18 “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord. For it is not the one who 
commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends”.

The people of Corinth are trying to catch Paul slipping up and are ultimately looking 
for reasons to disqualify him and his teaching. They are asking for his credentials or 
grounds he gives his teachings. I often catch myself doing this with any who may be 
leading me in some way spiritually. I think to myself “well how many years have they 
been a Christian? What has their upbringing been? Do I see things in how they live 
that I don’t agree with? Etc.” Ultimately this comes up when I hear something that is 
challenging me in a new way spiritually. Paul is now saying to the Corinthians in vs 12 
“But when they measure themselves by one another, they are without understanding.”  
We need to constantly be in check with ourselves by looking to Christ. Is this a 
doctrinal issue or a personal preference issue? Is God trying to bring new life to me 
through others and I won’t accept it because of how they are different than me? 

Both of these chapters Paul is ultimately addressing a heart issue not a money, 
preference or status issue. It is a constant fear that we could lose control. What would 
happen if we gave God the say in how we spend our money even if it isn’t how we 
would choose to spend it? What would it look like for us to dedicate our time to 
something that would hinder our normal routine? What if we got coffee with someone 
who has a very different kind of relationship with God than we do ourselves?  If 
ultimately we know that we want our hearts to be changed and transformed into 
thanksgiving and generosity and that God will be glorified, what is holding us back? 
How much do we trust God to do better than we can do with our time, money, energy 
or future? Take a moment to pray through these things. Surrender today the matters 
you have a closed fist on.
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WEEK 21 | MARCH 26 - APRIL 1
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  4 / 2

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 2 Corinthians 11:1-6 

 2- 2 Corinthians 11:7-15 

 3- 2 Corinthians 11:16-21 

 4- 2 Corinthians 11:22-27 

 5- 2 Corinthians 11:28-33 

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

Throughout his two letters to Corinth, Paul is very aware and concerned that the 
young church will be pulled back into the self-centered culture life of their city. The 
Roman culture went deep. Remember it was a culture of self-absorption and self-
achievement. In this culture it was typical to boast of accomplishments and strengths. 

In this portion of our reading, Paul is now accusing the teachers (the ones who came to 
Corinth after he left) of teaching a different gospel, a different spirit, a different Jesus. 
The problem is they are claiming the power of the spirit and they are enthusiastic 
about the gospel, but there is subtle difference between their Jesus, their gospel, and 
the true one. It did not fit into their culture to have a crucified Christ. 

So, Paul finds himself in the place of having to defend himself and the true gospel 
against false accusations and lies thrown around by the “super apostles.”  These “super 
apostles” Paul states “are acting in the service of the enemy.”  Paul was in a battle for 
the gospel, the good news. 

Paul could see that the church was allowing themselves to be influenced by the new 
smooth and exciting style of teaching. These teachers were charming, good at speaking, 
profound thinkers, distinguished important leaders. Very persuasive. You would look 
like a fool to not go along with them. And that is exactly where Paul finds himself. 
Being the fool. “Don’t let anyone think I am a fool! But if they do, all righty then, 
welcome me as a fool so I can do a little bit of boasting! What I am going to say does 
not come from the Lord, but as if I was a fool.”  As if to say, “If it is boasting you want, 
well then boasting you will get. What I am saying I am saying as a fool. I’ll boast about 
my weakness.” Then Paul lists out his own achievements.  

“I’ve been in prison more often, been beaten more times than I can count, I’ve often 
been close to death. Five times I’ve had the Jewish beating, forty lashes less one. Three 
times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked” . . . 
and the list goes on. 

We can only imagine what these celebrated teachers, who have commended 
themselves, and boasted of their achievements thought of Paul’s list of achievements. 
All of them things that a person in the Roman culture would be too ashamed to even 
mention. But Paul’s list comes from his “other-centeredness” his “deep concern” for 
all the churches. The physical hardships he endured although extremely difficult, were 
not on a daily basis, but the worry and care he felt for the people was something he 
carried with him daily. It was a deep emotional burden. 

We see a picture of Paul vs. the “super apostles.” The “super apostles were teaching 
false gospels, promoting self. Paul was burdened for the people, putting himself down 
to promote Jesus and the true gospel. 

What is a false gospel? One definition: Something we put our faith in that is not Jesus. 
These may not have necessarily been bad things. But it took their undivided devotion 
to Christ and diluted it. Due to the culture then, it most likely took their vision 
and devotion to Christ and centered it back on their own selves and their own 
accomplishments. Forgetting that everything they did or had was because of Christ. 
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To borrow from 2 Corinthians 13:5 “Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. . . “

What false gospels subtly lure you away from Jesus today? 

Who or what do you find your faith in? 

Self-centeredness vs. Jesus and other-centeredness, which team do you find yourself 
on today? 
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WEEK 22 | APRIL 2 - 8
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  4 / 9

MEMORIZE:   This year we will work together to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

READ: Daily Reading

 1- 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

 2- 2 Corinthians 12:11-18 

 3- 2 Corinthians 12:19-21 

 4- 2 Corinthians 13:1-4 

 5- 2 Corinthians 13:5-14  

JOURNAL: Everyday after or during your reading, jot down your observations. Use 
these four questions if it helps.

1) WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS PART OF THE LETTER? 

Who are the main people being talked about? What are the events that he is addressing? 
Can you restate in your own words what is being said? You’re not drawing conclusions at 
this point, you are simply recounting what’s being said for comprehension sake.

2) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT GOD?  
How does this change or confirm your current view of God? 

3) WHAT IS THIS SAYING IS TRUE ABOUT PEOPLE? 
Where do you see this in your relationships today? There are patterns between God and 
His people and we can see them pop up a lot throughout scripture: Where have you seen 
something similar be described in previous scripture or stories you have read? In your 
real life today? 

4) WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU? 
If what Paul is saying here is true then what are the implications for you? 
What is your response?
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DEEPER REFLECTION:

Chapter 12 - In a spirit of exhortation, Paul uses his clever argumentative skills with 
the Corinthian church to reorient their focus away from perceptions of his credibility, 
and towards their need of accountability in Christ’s transformative power over their 
weakness. 

He does this through the device of boasting; first, by hinting at his deeply intimate 
relationship with God  -- referencing an experience fourteen years prior when he had 
been  “caught up in the third heaven” and “heard things that cannot be told” (v. 2-4).  
Rather than divulge more detail on the former man, he continues to discuss himself as 
a man who God keeps humble through a persistent “thorn in his flesh” -- and “boasts” 
in his weakness.

Reread v. 1-10 and consider the following:

1. Why do you think Paul chooses to boast in his weaknesses with this particular 
audience?  What is his intended purpose? 

2. What role does the thorn play in Paul’s life, according to him? 

Paul communicates that he pleaded three times with the Lord to take away the thorn 
in his flesh, but God did not.  Rather, God said:

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

While we don’t know for certain what Paul’s “thorn” was -- we can assume it was 
something that kept him from thinking too highly of himself, and required him to 
constantly reflect on his weakness before the Lord.  

Consider your own life and spiritual walk.  Do you ever feel like you have a thorn in 
your flesh -- a certain persistent habit of mind, or action that wars with who you desire 
to be, and doesn’t seem to go away?  What is that thing, and what do you do with it?  Is 
it something you are more inclined to hide, or present before the Lord so his power 
can meet it with grace? In reflecting on who God has been in your life -- what specific 
memories or events can you recall where God met your weakness with his power? 

A church of unrepentant bodies is not a healthy church.  As Paul continues his letter 
in verses 11-21, he outlines specific concerns that he has for the Corinthians.  
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1. What are the specific concerns that Paul identifies?  
 

What does Paul convey is his intended purpose for the truth-telling he is bringing 
to the church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter 13 - Paul wraps up his letter with a final exhortative word, bidding the 
Corinthians to “Examine [themselves] to whether [they] are in faith...” (v. 5).    

2. How can we continuously examine ourselves individually, in light of being part of 
the body of Christ?

“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort  

one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of  

love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.  

All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the  

love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
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WEEK 23 | APRIL 23 - 29
H O M E WO R K  TO  B E  D I S C U S S E D  4 / 3 0

FREEDOM IN FRIENDSHIP
“Friendship is born at that moment when one person says to another,  

‘What! You too? I thought I was the only one.”

C.S. Lewis

RESOURCES:

Articles addressing the skill-development aspect of friendship

www.drtownsend.com/become-self-aware/

www.intervarsity.org/blog/how-make-friends-without-looking-desperate

www.justbetweenus.org/relationships/friendship-advice/christian-women-ad-

vice-on-building-spiritual-friendships/

www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/developing-friendships-that-last/

Notes & Thoughts
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NOTES
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Mark your calendar in advance and plan to build community throughout the year. These events are the 

perfect opportunity for a bonding night out with your table or a chance to invite new friends into our 

community. You won’t want to miss out! Details TBA.

NURTURE NIGHTS | 7 - 9 PM

10/11/19  Yoga Under the Stars

11/08/19 - Nurture Spa Night

12/13/19 - Family Christmas Lights Walk

2/07/20 - Nurturing through Entertaining

3/13/20 - Nurture Paint Night

4/03/20 - Kid’s Nutrition “The Picky Eater” 

NURTURE PARK DAYS | 9 - 11 AM

09/27/19
9am - 11am @ Royer Park
190 Park Drive, Roseville

10/25/19
9am - 11am @ Nathan Dubin Park

1971 Hamersley Lane, Lincoln

11/15/19 
9am - 11am @ Mallory Hudson Home

900 Campfire Circle, Rocklin

02/28/20
9am - 11am @ Galleria Mall 

Outdoor Play Area
1151 Galleria Blvd, Roseville

03/24/20 
9am - 11am  @ Mahany Park

To include 10:30am story time in the library
1545 Pleasant Grove Blvd, Roseville

04/10/20
Easter Egg Hunt

10am - 12pm @  Whitney Ranch Park
 1801 Whitney Ranch Parkway, Rocklin
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ON SOCIAL MEDIA

 Creekside.nurture

 Nurture - Creekside Womens Ministry

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:


